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The Green Institute Partners with the American Indian OIC in Putting Federal Stimulus 

Dollars to Work  

 
AIOIC Director Lee Antel, John White and Green Institute’s Diana McKeown 

 

(Minneapolis, MN)  Congressman Keith Ellison (D-Minneapolis), Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) 
and other elected officials and tribal leaders toured the American Indian Opportunities 
Industrialization Center (AIOIC) on June 7, 2009 to witness firsthand the economic recovery 
package at work.  John White, a local twenty-year-old, was congratulated; he is among the 43 
young adults placed by the AIOIC in apprenticeships with Minnesota employers.  White will join 
the Green Institute’s ReUse/DeConstruction Program* this summer for a ten week-long position 
funded with economic stimulus funds received by the AIOIC as part of the $1.2 Billion Work 
Investment Act. 

 
Speaker Pelosi praised the Green Institute for its work historically and thanked us for being part 
of this great program.” said Diana McKeown, Program Coordinator for the Green Institute, who 
represented the organization on the tour.  McKeown told Pelosi that this program was a great 
union of young workers and an organization with the mission of improving the sustainability of 
its community.  “We will be able to divert more materials from landfills with extra staff this 
summer,” McKeown said. 
 



White’s placement builds on the long-standing role played by the Green Institute in creating 
opportunity for local residents to overcome barriers to employment through construction skills 
training and living wages.  The AIOIC, Goodwill/Easter Seals, Jordan New Life Hub, and The 
Father Project routinely refer individuals to the Green Institute for employment and training with 
ReUse Centers and DeConstruction Services.   
 
“The Green Institute is honored to be teaming with AIOIC.  Not only do we strive to create jobs, 
we hope to make a difference in the lives of our community members,” said Green Institute 
Executive Director Jamie Heipel. 
 
*Since 1995, the ReUse/DeCon program has reduced the waste stream by an estimated 400 tons 
per year by reclaiming usable materials from deconstruction sites throughout the Greater Twin 
Cities Metro that would otherwise end up in landfills – two ReUse Centers re-route them back 
into the retail market instead.  
 

 
John White pictured with Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Congressman Keith Ellison 
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